Once Upon A Tine.We Al Lived Happily Ever After
By Laura L. Shaw

“He said to ne: ‘It is done. | amthe Al pha and the Orega, the Begi nning
and the End. To himwho is thirsty I will give to drink w thout cost from
the spring of the water of life.’”

Revel ation 21:6

| magi ne you’ve been given an anazing book to read in a super confy
chair with no distractions. You open it up and read the credits. The
i ntroduction then inforns you that this particular book is self-tinmed, but
it doesn't let you know how long you have to finish it. As soon as you
open it, though, you only have a certain anmount of tinme to read it before
it self-destructs. The tinmer has begun the nonent you opened the book. How
exci ting!

The beginning is so thrilling that you are sitting on the edge of
your seat and your heart is racing: “Once upon a tine.”” Your nood changes
by the tinme you get to the mddle of the story, and the words begin to run
together. You hate to admt it’s even a tad on the boring side. You keep
readi ng, however, because you’ve got an unknown deadline. As you go on,
your boredom turns to frustration, then to apathy. Wen wll | get to the
exciting part?

It seens to nme that this is often the way many of us live our |ives
on this earth. We're here, in the mddle of our life stories, know ng our
days our nunbered, and we're just waddling through or struggling on until
we get to the “exciting part” or even the end itself. W know that our
Lord is the Al pha and the Orega, the Beginning and the End, but we need
fresh remnders that He is here with us every day in between, surely, to
the very final chapter

Qur Al pha did not cone at the beginning only to give us a prom se at
the end.He cane to keep His promses in the nddle as well. He says in
John 10:10b, “1 have cone that they may have |ife, and have it to the
full.” And He gives us that fullness each and every day through the
dwel ling of the Holy Spirit in us and through us: “And | wll ask the
Father, and He will give you another Counselor to be with you forever—the
Spirit of Truth.for He lives with you and wll be in you. Il will not
| eave you as orphans; | will conme to you.” John 14:16-18.

Let’s nmake a great start to this new day in the mddle chapter of our
life books. It’s sobering to think that we have no idea how close to the
end of our book we actually are. First, though, let’s take a pop quiz over
the chapters before this one: “Wo have been the main characters in ny
story? How have | blessed then? How have they made a difference to ne?
Wen was the last time | shared the gospel wth soneone, or even ny
story?”

And can you recall the plot? “Were was | when | gave ny life to
Jesus, and what details led up to it? How have | grown as a Christian
since then? Wat sin struggles have been overcone, and which ones am |
carrying over?” And on and on..continue to ask yourself sone true or false
guestions and spend this time deciding which facts you need to |eave
behind and which ones you need the Lord to use to nmke changes in you
t oday.




Here’s the happy ending: “Now the dwelling of God is with nen, and He
will live with them They will be H's people, and God H nself will be with
them and be their God. He will w pe every tear fromtheir eyes. There w ||

be no nore death or nourning or crying or pain, for the old order of
t hi ngs has passed away. He who was seated on the throne said, ‘I am naking
everything new’ Then He said, ‘Wite this down, for these words are
trustworthy and true.”” Revelation 21: 3-5

Wien we know the hope that exists at the end, it makes us want to
live our now to the fullest. What stinulating characters, adventures and
plots will our lives record this day? Wuat struggles will the Lord allow
to shape us and grow us up? WIIl we choose to be the conflict or the
climax in others’ life-stories? Wiy should we waste a single nonent we’ve
been given? Let’s live on in the Spirit together, shall we? Until the
“HAPPI LY EVER AFTERI” So be it.




